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From the Ladies’ Repository. 
HON. JACOB SLEEPER. 
BY REV. L. R. THAYER, A. M. 


The Hon. Jacob Sleeper, whose fatures, so well 
transferred to the paper, adorn this number of the 
Repository, was born in the town of Damariscotta, 
Me., in Oct., 1802, and received his early religious 
instructions under the:strict Puritanic influences so 
prevalent at that time in our favored New England 
homes. His early educational advantages were 
not such as at this day are called good; but such 
as they were they evidently were well improved. 
The circumstances of his parents were such that at 
an early period of life he was engaged in aiding 
his father to secure a livelihood, so that he gained 
that ability to labor, and that self-reliance, of which 
the children of the wealthy are so generally de- 
prived, but the possession of which is of so much 
greater value than the inheritance of golden treas- 
ures. Neither his portion nor his taste was to eat 
the bread of idleness; but he early learned, and 
learned to love, to toil. With the advantages of a 

good moral culture, and what was then a fair com- 
mon school education, he went from under the 
parental roof, by his own industry and integrity to 
gain whatever of fortune or position he should en- 
joy in after years. Fortunate for him, and for 
society, that he inherited nothing more of wealth. 
Beneath inherited fortunes the fires of a healthful 
ambition and of genius even are often smothered. 
It is a misfortune usually for any one to be so cir- 
cumstanced that exertion, strenuous, continued 
exertion, is not a necessity. Self-reliance is essen- 
tial to character. 

At a very early age Bro. Sleeper sought, through 
penitence and a full consecration of himself to 
God, a personal interest in atoning merit, and 
found the promise, “ They that seek me early shall 
find me,” graciously fulfilled in his case. His first 
religious experience seems to have been peculiarly 
clear, full, and satisfying to his own mind, and he 
often refers to it with emotions of gratitude and 
joy, thankful, that in early life he was led to make 


thie wise choles... He soon after sought and rund funds have been liberally bestowed toward estab- 


a congenial home with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in his attachment to which he has never 
wavered. The vows he took upon himself at her 
altar were sincere, and have been faithfully re- 
deemed in all his subsequent life. 


. . ’ in the education of young men who feel that they 
While zote young man he lef bie native Sinto| sd of Ged to the werk fthominisisy. By 


and came to reside in Boston, where, engaging in 


mercantile pursuits, by fidelity, industry, and econ- 
omy he secured the affection and confidence of the 
business public, won for himself a‘high position 
among her merchants, and has been so prospered 
as to secure such a fortune as enables him to do 
much good, by placing his name prominently upon 
subscriptions for religious, educational, and charita- 
ble enterprises, while he renders his domestic ap- 


pointments all that can be desired by his family 
and friends, and a place of the most liberal and 
cordial hospitality to the friends of Christ and his 
people. But in coming to Boston to seek a home 
and a livelihood, Bro. Sleeper came not merely as 
a man of the world; bringing with him his certifi- 
cate of church membership he cast in his lot with the 
Bromfield Street Church, and engaged in the 
duties of religion with the same good judgment 
and zeal as characterized him in his business pur- 
suits. Every position of labor and responsibility 


our church can bestow upon a layman, she has be- 
Those labors have boen per- 


stowed upon him. 
formed with marked ability and cheerfulness, while 
he has avoided no responsibility that was thrown 
upon him. There has been observable to too great 
an extent in the church a disposition, on the part o 


men who have gained wealth or high social or po- 
litical position, to withdraw nearly or entirely from 
the more active duties of the church; their voices 
are not heard in prayer and exhortation in the 
class and prayer meeting; they seem disposed to 
make few if any efforts personally to save men, 
thinking, seemingly, that in giving of their wealth 
and the influence of their position to the cause of 


Christ théy do all that can be reasonably required 
of them. To this class Bro. Sleeper does not 
belong. For some thirty years he has held the office 
of class leader, and if I mistake not has had charge 
of the same class for that time, the class meeting 
for most of the time in his own house; and very 
greatly has he endeared himself, by his faithful 
and affectionate counsels, to those who have been 
favored with meeting in that class. When at home 
he is constant in attendance upon the social prayer 
meetings, while his earnest exhortations and fer- 
vent prayers contribute very much to the interest 
and profit of these important means of grace, 
while his labors in visiting the poor and the afflict- 
ed and counseling the young are most salutary. 
The Sabbath school connected with the Brom- 
field Street Church was among the first organized 
in this city, and bas ever been one of the most suc- 
cessful and extensively useful. From the first it 
has been pre-eminently a nursery of piety—a place 
where the children have been trained in a knowl- 
edge and led to an experience of true piety, and 
thus prepared for usefulness in the church and her 
ministry. Some dozen or more have gone out 
from this school into the ranks of our ministry, and 
among them some of the most eminent for talent 
and usefulness that have adorned the annals of 
our church. Of this school Bro. Sleeper has been 
the superintendent for about thirty consecutive 
years, and has devoted his best energies and his 
warmest affections to the interests of those there 
placed under his charge. In looking upon his 
features no one will fail to see that he is a man 
that loves the children, and that the children will 
lovehim, The entire government of the school has 
been by the power of affection, and not a child is 
there whose countenance does not kindle with de- 
light as the beloved superintendent approaches with 
his smile of recognition, or seats himself in the 
class, as he often does, to speak words of cheer in 
their ears, Among all the positions industry and 
long service may achieve for a man, we can scarce- 
ly conceive of any more pleasant and desirable 
than such a position in such a circle. 

The full influences such a man exerts in such a 
position for so long a time, will only be seen when 
the secrets of our mutual influences shall be re- 
vealed in the great day, when the book of God’s 
remembrance shall be opened. ‘That he may long 
live to occupy that position is the earnest prayer of 
all who are favored with a conneetion with the 
school. 

In the family and in the social relations Bro. 
Sleeper. presents an example to be contemplated 
with profit. Strange as it may seem it is never- 
theless true, that it is easier to utter an eloquent 
and seemingly fervent prayer or an earnest exhor- 
tation—to seem cheerful and benevolent in the 
presence of the public, than it is to develop that 
cheerful sweetness of disposition and temper so 
essential to shed light and joy around the hearth- 
Stone of home. Many who seemingly are saints in 
society, possess but few saintly qualities when in 








the circle of their own families. It is more difficult 


most sweetly. 


loved. It was my privilege recently to spend an 
afternoon at his summer residence. Arriving 
there before he had returned from his city engage- 
ments, I found his family, consisting of wife, 
daughters, and grandchildren, awaiting his return 
by the cars. And when at last the cars arrived, 
and the good man entered that circle, the greet- 
ings he received and the joy his presence inspired 
in every heart, it was refreshing indeed to behold. 
A cheerful Christian affection seemed to blend 
with and throw a sanctifying influence over the en- 
dearing relations of domestic life. Happy indeed 
is that family presided over by such a Christian 
spirit; and bad indeed must be the heart that 
mingling in such scenes is not affected by and as- 
similated to the prevailing influence. The same 
spirit characterizes him in his intercourse in social 
life: equally at home, and equally welcome with 
the youthful and the aged, with those whose hearts 
are full of joy and overflowing with life, and those 
whose spirits are borne down in sorrow and be- 
reavement. 

Sowuch is he beloved for his social qualities 
that no gathering in connection with the church is 
deemed complete if he be not present, while he 
greets apparently with equal pleasure, and enter- 
tains with equal relish the prattling child and the 
aged pilgrim. 

Bro. Sleeper ever manifests a deep interest in 
all the educational enterprises of the church. For 
though, as has been said, himself possessed of but 
limited advantages for education, yet by a diligent 
improvement of such facilities as he could secure 
in the midst of his active business pursuits, he has 
secured .no mean attainment in literature and 
science. By an election from the Legislature of 
the Commonwealth, he fills, with credit to himself 
and the church he represents, a seat in the Board 
of Overseers of Harvard College, and his name is 
associated with all the leading educational institu- 
tions of our own church in New England, while his 


lishing and sustaining them; and his business 
ability renders his counsels as truly valuable and 
important as his pecuniary aid. . Nor alone is he 
interested in the general cause of education, but 
also, and we might say especially, is he interested 


his advice and aid he labors to urge such on to the 
attainment of the highest possible qualification for 
that holy office, that they may more than keep 
pace with the increasing intelligence of the people 
on whom they are to exert their influence. Hence 
we find him among the originators and warmest 
friends of the New England Education Society— 
a society having for its sole object to aid young 
men in obtaining an education for the work of the 
ministry. All the benevolent enterprises of the 
church receive his warmest sympathy and most 
liberal co-operation. 

In the cause of missions he feels a deep interest, 
and is a liberal and cheerful contributor for its sup- 
port; and brethren who have embarked from this 
port for distant fields of labor will not soon forget 
his kindly sympathy and Christian-like attentions. 
The subject of this sketeh seemed never to pos- 
sess aspirations for political distinctions, much less 
had he a taste for the party contests of the day. 
Yet the respect and confidence of his fellow-citi- 
zens have, on several occasions, called him from his 
more retired but cherished walks of usefulness to 





gress. With an intense dislike for contention and 
an ardent love for harmony and peace, he never 
yields his convictions of right to the dictates of ex- 
pediency. On such men must the hopes of our 
country’s future rely. 
more of them shall be found in public life! 


fect one, of the man you, Mr. Editor, have selected 


In the relations of husband, parent, 
and grandparent, Bro. Sleeper is most tenderly be- 


people: “This is my covenant which ye shall 


ligion, in fact this is the basis of our nationality. 
We'll take the suggestion from Mr. Choate, and 


tian. Let the first word he lisps be not Washing- 
ton, but Jesus, “the name high over all.” We 
will tell him not the story of the flag, but the story 
of the cross, while we bid him listen to the old- 
fashioned music of the Psalms as sung by the 
“ sweet singer of Israel.” Let us bind his young 
heart not so much like Hannibal’s to the Constitu- 
tion as like a Christian to his Bible, link him to his 
Creator by prayer and faith ; lift him above Amer- 
ican feeling while you point out to him Gethsem- 
ane and its surroundings; cultivate a true Chris- 
tian feeling; keep with him the solemn feasts of 
the church, bury in his heart the names of the 
Fathers, and you will do much to transform his 
being into a Christian life that shall stand asa 
monument of true greatness when the sun and 
moon will cease to shine. 
The child has an undoubted right to receive the 
sacraments of the church—Baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. This is based on its relation.” It is not to 
be regarded as a gift of the church, but a right 
claimed for the child by its Redeemer when he 
said, “of such is the kingdom.” I know some may 
object to this sentiment; in fact some Christian 
ministers have leaned altogether too far to the 
opinion that lambs ought to be brought up outside 
the fold. Many, as they receive the sacraments, 
and some as they administer the same, appear to 
say to the innocent child, stand thou one side, for 
we are holier than thou. We have been educated ; 
we have been converted; we have joined the 
church; while at the same time a sympathizing 
Christ would take them up in his arms and bless 
them; a loving Christianity would say to them, all 
the blessings of the kingdom are yours. 

This right of the child to receive baptism is not 
to be regarded as a door or initiatory rite into the 
church, but as a recognition of previously established 
relations. He is a subject of redemption, and bap- 
tism is a public acknowledgment of this fact. Or, 


ture in the same state ; as it respects moral condi- 
tion, all are under condemnation. ‘We are by 
nature children of wrath.’ But at the moment 
when personal existence cc es, at that mo- 
ment we consider the soul to come within the gra- 
cious provisions of the atonement, which secures un- 
conditional salvation to all such as die in infancy. 
All children, we consider, are alike in this respect, 
and in so far all are equally eligible to baptism, the 
seal of that covenant of grace by which they are 
saved.” Says Richard Watson, “ This previous 
relation of infants to Christ, as accepted by him, is 
an argument for their baptism.” Now this rela- 
tion is directly between the child and its God, while 
the parent is only an agent in acknowledging this 
relation, but the ground of its claim lies in its own 
personal relation to the atonement. And here let 
me state that any man or society that will refuse 
to administer this sacrament to the child, does vir- 
tually refuse to acknowledge the child as a subject 
of redemption. And the reason why so large a por- 
tion of the church reject infant baptism is ex- 
plained by their rejection of another truth—the 
universality of the atonement. 

In order to present this, if possible, in a clear 
light, let us read the covenant God made with his 





keep, between me and you and thy seed after thee. 





perform more public service. Several times has 
he served the State in her Legislature and this city 
in her Board of Aldermen, and at the present time 
he occupies a seat in the executive council of the 
State. In these positions the same zeal, integrity, 
and ability that he has ever manifested in his own, 
and in the affairs of the church, have won for him- 
self a high place in the regards of his associates, and 
secured the fullest confidence of his constituents. 
Naturally cautious and even conservative in his 
temperamentand feelings, his sympathies and policy 
have ever been on the side of humanity and pro- 


May the time hasten when 
Such is a brief sketch, and necessarily an imper- 


as a representative layman in this eastern portion 

of our common Zion. And should any one, in 

reading this, feel inclined to regard it as a highly- 

colored picture, drawn by the partiality of personal 

friendship, let him remember that such a character 

is not the product of an hour, but the slow growth 

of many years of self-sacrificing and faithful ser- 

vice for God and mankind ; that it is the slow out- 

growth of a heart unreservedly consecrated to 

Christ and his cause. And satisfied I am, that none 

whose pleasure it has been to know our beloved 

brother will charge the writer with having over 
drawn those excellences that so much endear this 
cherished name to the heart of our New England 
Methodism. 

In concluding this sketch, while I would ask the 
pardon of my Bro. Sleeper for the unasked liberty 
I have taken with his name, I would point the 
reader to that energy that raised him from com- 
parative poverty to aflluence—to that diligent im- 
provement of time that, with advantages for edu- 
cation so limited, has so richly stored his mind with 
the treasures of literature and science—to that 
fidelity and zeal in the cause of Christ that has 
given hima name so justly honored and an influence 
so widely felt and known in the church—to that 
cheerful gentleness that secures for him so warm a 
place in so many hearts. I would point to these 
facts in his history and ask your circle of youthful 
readers if they find not here incentives to higher 
ambition in holy living—encouragement to per- 
severing toil that in life they may achieve somewhat 
worthy of life’s high capabilities. 





For Zion’s Herald. 
THE RELATION OF CHILDREN TO THE 
CHURCH. 

One of Massachusetts’ noblest sons, now in the 
spirit world, in speaking of the preservation of 
American nationality, says: “In training Ameri- 
can patriots you must begin with the infant. Let 
the first word he lisps be Washington ; tell him the 
story of the flag as it glitters along the road; bid 
him listen to the old-fashioned music of the Union, 
lead him at eventide to the grave of his great 
grandfather, the old soldier of the war; bid him, 
like Hannibal, at nine years old,day his hand upon 
the Constitution and swear reverently to observe 
it, lift him up to the height of American feel- 
ing; show him on the map the area to which 





to gain a light in the soul that will shine uncon- 
selously in all the little acts of private life, than to 
It is, 
therefore, in the more private walks of life that 
prety meets its severest test; it isin the circle of 
one’s own home that the religious character shines 


herve one’s self to a public appearance. 











America has extended herself, the silver paths of 
her trade wide as the world, tell him of ber’contri- 
butions to humanity and her protests for free gov- 
ernment ; keep with him the glad and solemn feasts 
of her appointment, bury her great names in his 
heart, contemplate, habitually, lovingly, intelli- 
gently this grand abstraction, this vast reality of 
good, and you will do much to transform this senti- ; 
ment of surpassing beauty into a national life that | they, the children, must 


this is said in an eloquent manner ; but let us not] rest on the morality or immorality of the parent 
. . . . . . . ? 
forget that previous to this is a loving, practical re-| but the moral relation of the child to the atone- 


ment. And we see no justice in bestowing this 
blessing, for such it is, on one, and withholding it 


will commence with the infant to make the Chris-| from another, when both are passive in their rela- 


tions. It is a species.of Calvinism, for the same 
rule would damn one and save the’ other, only 
carry it far enough. Does the believer educate 
his child in religion? he does his duty. Is it 
neglected by the unbeliever ? he is guilty before 
God, but the child is free, else that old adage is 
true, “ The children’s teeth are set on edge ;” yea, 
filed by the preacher, in refusing to do his duty, 
“because the parents ate sour grapes.” But does 
the parent say I have fears that my child will not 
be satisfied with his baptism when he becomes an 
adult ; if this be so after having done your duty, if 
he is not satisfied, let the preacher re-baptize him * 
according to the Discipline of 1784. ‘ 

In relation to the other sacrament, { ewe not 
much to say ; it is somewhat different in its nature, 
and presupposes education. It is evident that the 
Passover, the type of this sacrament was adminis- 
tered to the child, and I can see no valid objection 
against administering this sacrament to the chil- 
dren so soon as they can be taught the glorious 
truth that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 


singers. T. J. Apport. 
East Brookfield, August 13. 





For Zion’s Herald. 


AN INSTANCE OF CHRISTIAN HOSPI- 
ALITY, 
“ Be not forgetful to entertain strangers.” 


Mr. Eprror :—In this western country, where 


and fortunes,'we have now and then a noble ex- 
ample of true Christian charity. 

On one cold day in November last, a stranger, 
feeble, faint and weary, called at the door of one 
of Jesus’ disciples in the town of Hudson, Wiscon- 
sin. Sadness sat upon his brow, paleness rested 
upon his cheeks, his limbs trembled, and a hollow 
cough seemed to say, “I am in pursuit of my 


as Dr. Hibbard has said, “ All infants are by na- grave!” Tlis friends were far away among the 


hills of New England, and some two years, battling 
with disease and struggling for the necessaries of 
life, he had wandered a stranger over the prairies 


of the West. His means were exhausted, strength 


was gone; his heart was faint, and hope seemed 
to be making her last struggles. Where could he 
find shelter ‘from the bleak, piercing winds? 
Who would furnish the nice and dainty food for 
the delicate taste? Who would find the soft 
couch for his aching limbs, and provide the shroud 
for his cold clay ? 

Fortunately, he stood before the door of a Chris- 
tian cottage. Jesus had found shelter beneath 
that roof years before. The whole family had be- 
come students of Him who teaches to “ feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked,” and not “ to turn aside 
the stranger.” At the rap of the stranger the 
door opened, a smili e met the glare 
of his sunken eye, a warm hand grasped his bony 
fingers, a friendly voice fell upon his lonely ear, 
and Christian charity proffered him a-home till the 
weary wheels of life should stand still. 

That night, and morning and evening after, the 
“ stranger” was remembered at the family altar, 
old and young uniting in asking God to do that for 
him which their own Christian hands could not 
perform. Once, in early life, his faith had pierced 
the vail, hope crossed the grave. and a glorious 
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Every man child among you shall be circumcised, 
and ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, 
and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me 
and you. And he that is eight days old shall be 
circumcised among you. Every man child in your 
generation, he that is born in the house, or bought 
with money of any stranger, which is not of thy | 
seed. He that is born in thy house and he that is 
bought with thy money must needs be circumcised ;| 
and my covenant shall be with your flesh for an 


sentative of all Christian men. Secondly, with his 
seed, those born in his house, representing the | 
children of Christian parents. And thirdly, with| 
strangers bought with money, which were not of | 
his seed, as representatives of the Gentiles and | 
their seed. This is an everlasting covenant, never 
to be annulled, and we learn that “ They that be of 
faith are blest with faithful Abraham.” It is true 
the token or seal of this covenant, which was cir- 
cumcision, has been modified, but not essentially 
changed, to baptism. This is evident from its 
nature and history. This simple fact that no record 
exists of the introduction of infant baptism, and 
not one word in the New Testament against it, 
when certainly it was practised by the apostles in 
the baptism of households, is conclusive proof that 
it was practised from the beginning. Do you re- 
peat this familiar text, “ He that believeth and is | 
baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth not 
shall be damned,” as proof that adults are the only 
proper subjects of Christian baptism, and conse- 
quently opposed to infant baptism? Now cer-| 
tainly when this text is quoted in this respect, at 
the same time it is quoted in favor of infant dam- 
nation, for we may arrange the thought thus : All| 








baptized. 


will be damned. 

Let the Baptists dodge this if they can, for if the 
text is proof of the first syllogism, by the same rule 
it sustains the second. 

Another thought which I consider an objection 
to the nature of infant baptism is, that it should be 
administered to only children of believers. Now 
the covenant was not with Abraham alone, but 
with the “stranger and his seed.” Peter, in his 
memorable sermon on the day of Pentecost, de- 
clares that the “ Promise is to you and your chil- 
dren, and to all that are afar off.” And shall we 
refuse to acknowledge this by refusing to give them 
the “token?” Ist Cor. vii. 14, is quoted as proof 
of this objection. “ The unbelieving husband is 
sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife by 
the husband, else were your children unclean ; 
but now are they holy.” “ From this and other 
precepts,” says a late writer, “the Scriptures un- 
doubtedly and clearly seem to teach that the chil- 
dren of believers belong to the church. If so, they 
ought to be baptized.” It is strange how men will 
cling to a mere phrase, if it “ seem to teach” their 
theory. We do not hesitate in saying that not one 
single word, either in this text or context, has any 
reference to the qualification of church member- 


separation, it must be because the marré 
proper. . 





shall last while the sun and moon endure.” All 


mansion among the hills of paradise promised to 
open its doors to his homeward-bound spirit, set 
free from its prison of clay. But years of restless- 
ness, darkness and gloom, known only by those 
conscious of having exchanged the smile of the 
Saviour for the frown of God, had succeeded. 
Could such an imitation of the Saviour’s example, 
and such acts of Christian kindness, fail to open 


| the heart anew for the reception of grace and sal- 


vation? Was it strange that he soon felt the 
arms of the Redeemer again thrown around him, 


everlasting covenant;” Gen. xvii. 10, 13. This} 314 that joys, not to be chilled by death, again 
covenant was made first with Abraham as a repre-) overflowed his soul ? 


Too feeble to attend church and mingle with 
the people of God as they gathered around the 
scacred board to show forth the Lord’s death, at 
his request, the Presiding Elder and a few disci- 
ples visited his sick room. As the ordinances of 
baptism and the Lord’s Supper were administered, 
all felt that the Triune God was present. It 
seemed more like the ante-chamber of heaven 
than the house of death. The very image of 
Jesus appeared upon his pale cheeks; and O! 
what emotions thrilled the listening circle as the 
“stranger” whispered, ‘“ Almost home, almost 
home!” 

More than eight months passed away, each day 
drawing upon his wasting strength and increasing 
the cares and labors of attending friends. But 
grace seemed to vie with grace, and it would be 
difficult to determine where it shone brightest, 
upon the bed of sickness and death, or the minis- 
tering hands which smoothed the pillow for his 
aching head and placed the cordial to his thirsty 


\lips. Every step taken and every cent expended 


for his relief and comfort, seemed to almost de- 
tract from his enjoyment, while nothing seemed to 
afford that Christian family greater pleasure than 


men must believe before they — baptized ; in-| 4, minister to the wants of that heir of life, whom, 
fants cannot believe, therefore infants cannot be they say, Jesus directed to their doors. In view of 


the expense, “ buy me no shroud,” said he—* de- 


Again: All men must believe or they will be} prive us not of that pleasure,” they replied. Not 
damned; infants cannot believe, therefore infants | g murmur escaped his lips. He could only say, 


“the road may be rough, but it can’t be long.” 
| Day and night, never impatient, never weary, 
| those true friends watched by the fireside of the 
“ stranger,” till his deliverer came. 
Having sojourned on earth 25 years, on the 22d 
day of July, 1859, after many expressions of grati- 
‘tude to kind benefactors, and cheering them with 
| the hope of meeting where Jesus would say, “ In- 
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
| these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me,” and 
saying “ All right—almost home,” his spirit took 
| its flight to a mansion above. 
| The parents and other relatives of that young 
| man still reside somewhere in the State of Ver- 
|mont. Let them and all the world know that 
| Joba Colburn, when faint and weary, rapped at 
' the door of Erastus Humphrey, a disciple of Jesus 
of Nazareth. C. D. Pittspury. 
Racine, Wis., Sept., 1859. 


| 





For Zion’s Herald. 
FATHER MERRILL’S REMINSCENCES. 
CHURCH STREET STATION, BOSTON. 
In 1846 I was stationed at Church Street, Bos- 
| ton; such improvement in my health was realized 








ship, or Christian baptism. The whole scope and by a few weeks’ relaxation from labor, that I was 
desian of the argument is this: “ When one party | induced to still go on in my work. 
is a Christian and the other is not, shall there be a) Was favorable to my health, and my children were 
separation ? No, says Paul, if there be such a in and about Boston, and my appointment to 


The sea air 


age is im-| Church Street was on many accounts very agree- 
What would follow from this? Why,| able to me. Yet my emotions were conflicting, 
that all the children that have been born since — fearing most of all that I should not be able to do 
one party became a Christian must be regarded as 
having been born while a connection rio that 

im roper, unchristian, unlawful, and of course 
ity; @ , be regarded as illegiti- as 
mate.” Let it be understood that baptism does not} would be made for my infirmities. 


the work expected of a Methodist preacher in one 
of ourcitychurches. ButI was greatly comforted by 
the cordiality with which I was received by the people 
and felt- assured that all reasonable allowances 
A great relief 








- tas oe ee —_ a 


so many from almost all parts of earth seek homes $ 


was afforded to me by the freedom and readiness to 
exercise their gifts in social meetings, and thus 
lighten my burdens. _I was favored with an occa- 
sional sermon from strangers, which was a great 
gratification to me, as well as to my people. A 
strong man I followed, Dr. Raymond, but I have the 
satisfaction to believe that’our congregation did not 
diminish under my ministrations. ‘This saying may 
seem like egotism ; but let it be called what it may, 
it isa source of unspeakable satisfaction at least 
to know that we are not preaching the people away 
from God's house, nor scattering the people of the 
Lord. 

Much however depended upon the spirited and 
lively social meetings, both in keeping and enlarg- 
ing the congregation. It is not generally so much 
the talents of the preacher, as the life and piety of 
the church, that draws the people to God’s house. I 
have known the most talented ministers to have 
the most indifferent congregations, because they 
had to do the whole work ; the rest as it were rid- 
ing on his back as though he was a mere beast of 
burden. But not so at Church Street ; every man 
was determined to work his own passage with the 
minister, and instead of his having to carry them, 
they combined to bear him along with them. They 
were like Father Chandler, of Duxbury, who while 
praying for a new minister, asked the Lord to send 
one full of the Holy Ghost, adding, “ but if he is 
not we will pray it into him:” so the brethren at 
Church Street, while they were filled themselves, 
always were active in praying for and providing 
well for their minister. O how I love this whole- 
sale way of serving God! Such a church must and 
will prosper. 

It was easy preaching under such cireumstances, 
and we enjoyed a constant revival for the two 
years, more or less. 

Two rather remarkable events took place while 


two advertisements of two free’ negroes to be sold 
for a term of years for some trifling offense. I 
have no doubt but they were bought by the small 
class farmers. We fear that after the next Legis- 
lature of Maryland many of the free negroes in the 
lower counties of my native State will be enslaved, 
or if this is not the case the foreign slave trade will 
be openly revived on the waters of the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

T have hope that anti-slavery principles are mak- 
ing some progress in Baltimore City. Henry Win- 
ter Davis, the greatest man in Congress south of 
Mason-and Dixon’s line, stated some plain facts in 
aspeech the other day to his constituents. Per- 
sonally we shall labor on in the good cause of uni- 
versal emancipation, tempering our zeal according 
to the requirement of God’s law and the sufferings 
of poor slaves, and not according to the temporary 
success or defeat of great principles. 

Auburn, N. Y., Sept. 16. J. D. Lona. 





For Zion’s Herald. 


THE ALTAR. 
I admire the name and cherish its place. It is 
to be chosen. Rather than to sit in the seat of the 
scornful, give me a seat in the altar of the Lord 
and I will be satisfied; and with so good a choice 
I am safe in this world to a greater extent. It has 
become fashionable to leave the altar in our prayer 
meetings and select our seats with the multitude ; 
by so doing we forsake our minister, and leave him 
to do a good portion of the duty that belongs to the 
members of the church. He enters the altar Sab- 
bath evening, and he finds none to gather around 
him, to strengthen and support him when his 
arduous duties press hard on him. 
Let us, my dear brethren, put on the armor of 
salvation, go to our places, and cluster around our 
leader in the church. By obeying the dictation of 








I was preaching on the Sabbath at Church Street. 
One was that of a young man’s being so impressed 
by the Spirit and word of God as to leave his seat | 
and come and kneel at the altar. Observing this I | 
left off preaching and descended to the altar and 
spoke a few words in a private manner to him, in | 
order to ascertain what his state of mind was; and 

knowing the young man, whose name was Joshua 

Soule Bowler, and that he was from one of our 

most excellent families of the Lynn Common 

Church, with whom I was intimately acquainted, 

I then prayed with and for him, and he was soon 

comforted of the Lord. Shortly after he died in 

peace, at his father’s residence in Lynn. Some lit- 

tle time subsequent to this I was preaching one 

Sabbath forenoon on the danger of trifling with the | 
Spirit of God, a most solemn subject ; it was a most 

impressive season. One young lady, daughter of 
one of our leaders, arose and crowded by several 

persons, and came and knelt at the altar. I immedi- 

ately dropped my subject and went down and ask- 

ed the church to join me in carrying the case to 

the Lord. While I was praying for her, two others 

came and kneeled also. I then invited any others 

who felt the need of religion to come, and about 

twenty in all came forward. I then called the 

official board into the altar, and we spent the bal- 

ance of the forenoon with those anxious ones, 

praying with them and pointing them to the Lamb 
of God, and before the Monday evening following 
they all appeared renewed by grace. This was a 
sudden but a great work. . 

During the second summer I was for the first 
and ast time in my ministry invited by my Board 
to take a couple of weeks of rest from labor, and 
go where I pleased, but not to preach, and they 
put a purse of over fifty dollars into my hands to 
bear the expenses. A noble band of Christian 
brethren were they! Long shall I cherish the 
highest regards for them. Nor was it altogether 
untimely, for I had remained at my post during the 

hot and sickly season, and had been compelled, 

indeed, to serve other churches and congregations, 

in visiting their sick and burying their dead, with 

those of our own congregation, which labor wore 

me down very much; while other pastors were at 
watering places, or on a voyage to Europe for health, 
with a salary of two or three thousand dollars still 
going on, and the poor Methodist preacher with 
his eight hundred doing double duty. Well, I did 
not complain, but was glad of a little relief. 

Lynn, Sept. 17, 1859. A. D. MERRILL. 








For Zion’s Herald. 

LETTER FROM REV. J. D. LONG. 

Dr. Haven. Dear Brother :—It has been some 
time since I had communication with my New 
England anti-slavery friends through the Herald. 
My silence has not been the result of diminished 
interest in the slave or my friends. A few facts 
and reflections will suffice for this letter. 

I had hoped that Bro. McCarter would have fur- 
nished you a synopsis of the proceedings of the 
Philadelphia Conference, held in the city of Phila- 
delphia in March last, touching the question of 
slavery. Omitting to notice the good and bad 
treatment which I received at the Conference, I 
pass to its action on slavery, which was in substance 
this : 

Resolved, That the preachers of this Conference 
holding slaves, be requested to manumit both their 
male and female slaves at the age of twenty-one 
years. 

It was stated by one of the leading members of the 
Conference that the resolution was not designed to 
be authoritative nor mandatory, but simply advis- 
ory, and it was carried with that meaning. The 
characters of the slaveholding preachers were all 
assed. No advice was given with reference to 
slaveholding among the local preachers, stewards 
and exhorters within the bounds of the Confer- 
ence. These men are secure from church molesta- 
tion within the limits of our Conference, and still 
more so under the jurisdiction of the Baltimore 
Conference. 

Dr. Bond, in a late number of the Baltimore 
Advocate, says that the subject of slavery is not 
thought of at their quarterly and camp meetings. 
We commend the Dector for stating the fact. 
Slaveholders in the M. E. Church were never more 
defiant than at the present time. The Convention 
of Maryland slaveholders came off last June, and 
some think it was a failure—even the Tribune cor- 
respondent thought so. But I think otherwise. 
It was not a failure. They accomplished all that 
they designed to accomplish. No one is authorized 
to call it a failure till after the next session of the 
Maryland Legislature. If they should fail to get 
certain laws passed to entrap the free negroes, then 
I will say it was a failure, and not till then. It is 
my opinion that the slaveholders of Maryland do 
not desire to enslave the free colored people for 
their own use, but to get some law passed so rigid 
and cruel that through ignorance or necessity they 
will be compelled to break it, and then they will 
be sold in the State fora number of years, or for 
life. And as labor is high, and getting dearer 


holders against emancipation. 





every year, the non-slaveholders will be tempted to| wants of the age. 
become their purchasers, and thereby the upholders | not the same as leaving old truths, any more than 
of slavery from interest and common guilt, which | leaving old clothes is leaving the people that wore 
will generate a fellow-feeling with the larger slave-|them. For forms are but dresses, after all; and 


the Spirit, we shall encourage our pastor in his 
field of labor. The yoke is easy and the burden is 
light, and we shall be able to say, “For me to 
live is Christ, to die is gain.” “ When we are weak, 
then are we strong.” We want to see once more 
our leading members and class leaders renew the 
good old custom of going within the altar, and 
sympathize again by taking part in the services of 
our evening prayer meetings. 

Our work is not done. When we rush to the 
work like obedient lambs the work will prosper, 
sinners will be converted, the people will rejoice, 
and’ at the close of our toils and labors on this 
earth, it will be said of us that they are not harshly 
plucked, but early gathered into eternal life, and 
set down with our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
forever. C. 
Boston, Sept. 20. 


Now, there are many persons who do not discern 
this distinction between taking new ways to ex- 
press old truths, and throwing aside the truths 
themselves. They think, for instance, that if we 
abandon the catechism in its form, we abandon the 
real essential truths which it inculeates. A great 
many persons go to church, and being fed on the 
husks of doctrinal teaching, presented in the old 
way, which has ceased to be the understanding 
way of presenting important truths, and conse- 
quently finding worship stolid and heavy—as, I am 
sorry to say, much of it is--they are continually on 
the rebound; and after what? after some new 
way of stating truths? No; after some new 
truths. I do not say that there are no new truths. 
There are truths that are new, enough of them, 
whose sphere is quite important enough; but there 
are truths that are as old as the world, which 
seem new whenever they are brought to you 
—namely, those relating to salvation through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And there is no truth that is 
new in this world, which is, for a single moment, to 
be compared with that which answers the question, 
“How shall I make my peace with God—how 
shall I inherit eternal life?” That, after all, is the 
great truth among the truths of this world. You 
may go searching as much as you please ; you may 
go away from ministers—you are not bound to min- 
isters ; you may go away from churches—you are 
not bound to churches; you may go away from 
days and institutions—you are not bound to them; 
there is no sacredness about these to hold you; but 
you cannot go away from this truth—namely, that 
you must be born again. There is no power of life 
except that revealed through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
If you go away from this central factual truth, you 
go at your peril; for you go away from the fruitful 
land into a desert; you go from life toward death. 
Any other form of truth by which you shall attempt 
to supply the central gospel power which you need, 
will very soon show itself to be insufficient—H. 
W. Beecher. 





NOVEL GEOGRAPHICAL TUTOR. 
Mr. Porter, of Cumberland, has recently con- 
verted a level and verdant plain on his estate into 
a map of the world of great and singular interest. 
It really gives learners an expertness in geography 
much beyond what they acquire from books and 
maps. The spot is about 860 yards in length from 
east to west, and 180 in breath from north to south. 
It is enclosed by a wall of dwarf dimensions. 
Thirty-six marks are made on it, (east and west- 
wards,) and eighteen on the north and south, fixing 
the degree of longitude and latitude at ten degrees, 
or 600 miles asunder. Four pieces of oak timber 
are laid down, thirty feet long, and eight inches 








INEFFECTUAL EFFORTS AT REFORMA- 
TION. 

One of the most common excuses offered by 
men for continuing any habit they know to be in- 
jurious or bad, is that they have tried so often to 
reform, and failed. When the gay habits of 
youth are settling into those of a dissipated man- 
hood, when habits of extravagance, or the use of 
tobacco, or of bad language, or of ardent spirits, 
are settling down as fixed necessities of existence, 
every one in turn makes several struggles to get 
free from their thraldom, but in every relapse each 
makes use of the same excuse—he has tried and 
failed. These supposed failures are very often 
greater real successes than is commonly imagined, 
and if they prove failures at last, it is often only 
b the ful combatants have too de- 
pressed a view of their own real successes. ‘There 
is no doubt that for the time while they last the 
effect of these efforts is good. In fact, it is so far 
a perfect triumph, under every possible disadvan- 
tage. 

‘Besides, very few have any idea how imperfect 
all attempts at reformation are, especially at first. 
It is only in purpose and in effect and aim that 
any man can be said to be thoroughly reforied at 
first; and old habits will plead strongly, and for 
the moment seem to get the upper hand of a 
thousand good resolutions in those who afterwards 
become the most successful self-reformers. So 
that the greatest difference arises from this, that 
the finally successful man is the one who never 
gives up hope and effort. Napoleon said at Water- 
loo, that Lord Wellington was beaten fairly, only 
that he did not know it, and hence he held on and 
finally won. This habit of picking up again after 
each defeat, and not giving up, is the most valua- 
ble of all results in’ character. The habit of at- 
tempting reformations is one of the most growing 
and useful of habits possible. It increases like 
any other habit, and once formed gives a man 
courage to attack all his vices and errors. Any 
man in proportion as he reforms himself, has a right 
to attempt to reform others; and none can be so 
successful as he. If, then, a man be unsuccessful 
in one attempt, yet the formation of the habit will 
lead him to success in some others, and his success 
will leave its effects. 

It is through reformation and antagonism to 
error and bad habits that men rise to the greatest 
success and the formation of the most perfect and 
strong attachment to all that is excellent. Failure 
must go before success. What general ever ex- 
pected to capture a fortification without many 
losses in storming the forlorn hope. Let every 
man look at his want of success but as the neces- 
sary precursor of apparent failure to real success, 
and try again. This alone can keep up his true 
and proper manliness of feeling. When that is 
gone, all is gone. Lord Brougham was said to be 
fast hastening to a drunkard’s grave twenty years 
ago—at sixty; but he never lost his courage to 
attack his own vices, and is about as hale and 
hearty, and self-reliant and reforming a man as the 
public lite of any nation can exhibit.—Philadelphia 
Ledger. 








OLD TRUTHS IN NEW DBEss. 

There are those who are on the rebound from 
dogmatism in our time—from an effete ecclesiasti- 
cism. We are living in an age in which men are 
breaking away from old forms of thought—not 
from old truths. I myself profess to be among the 
number of those who are breaking away from old 
forms; but not from old truths, blessed be God !— 
not one. In all the great truths which relate to 
man’s nature and destiny, and which holy men have 
endeavored to present in every age, I most fer- 
vently believe—from the bottom of my soul I be- 
lieve in them ; but not in their particular mode of 
expressing them; not in any concatenation of 
words in which they saw fit to clothe them. I 
claim the liberty which every man has, in every 
age, of saying the things which God reveals to his 
consciousness in the words which most clearly ex- 
press them. I hold myself at liberty to speak the 
truths of God in exactly that language which best 
suits the audience, the time, and the habits and 
But this leaving old forms is 











by so much as a person is worth more than his rai- 


It is this growing class of persons in Maryland | ment, by so much is a truth worth more than the 
that the large slaveholders wish to propitiate. A particular form of words used to express that 
paper published in Maryland sent me recently, had | truth. 





square, with poles at the distance of three inches, 
or five miles from one another, thus making thirty- 
six inches a degree, and comprising in ten of them 
a distance of 600 miles. The scales afford ari 
opportunity by cross log lines of determining par- 
ticular towns and cities in the same manner as we 
operate with scale and compasses on paper. The 
continents and islands are made of turf, the sea is 
gravel, and the boundary is a border of box at par- 
ticular places on this novel ocean of gravel; posts 
are set up indicating trade winds, currents, &c. 








RIFLE CANNON, 

Experimental trials continue to be regularly 
made at the Washington Navy Yard on this inter- 
esting branch of projectiles. The guns tried are 
of various weights and sizes, some proving more 
efficient and controllable than others. There was 
a trial yesterday morning, for instance, wherein 
five classes of cannon were tested by actual firing. 
Of these, Nos. 7 and 8, which were from a boat 
gun throwing a ten-pound shell, were delivered at 
distances very close to each other, namely, three 
th 1 four hundred and thirty, and three thou- 
sand four hundred and forty-six yards, each of 
them just short of two miles. These shells, we be- 
lieve, are two pounds heavier than those which 
were hurled with such execution by the French in 
their recent battles in Italy. A large and most 
formidable-looking iron gun, made apparently of 
the best materials, has been cast at the yard, and 
is now ready for rifling. It will throw a fifty- 
pound shell, and must prove terribly destructive 
It remains to be seen what the range will be, but 
three and a half to four miles we should hardly 
deem to be extravagant. ‘ ‘ 
From the appearance of things in the ordnance 
shops, it is plain that a keen intelligence and watch- 
ful vigor preside over their operations, leaving it 
manifest that no country will be allowed to be in 
advance of this in whatever appertains to effective 
weapons of war.— Washington City paper, Sept. 3. 








LONG SERMONS. 

Tn a small town where the custom was to toll the 
village church bell when any of the citizens died, 
a clergyman announced for his text, ‘ And Peter’s 
wife's mother was laid and sick of a fever.” He 
found some means of expatiating on’ it largely, to 
the extent of several discourses. At length there 
was very decided murmuring among the townsfolk, 
ending in a deputation to the parson, requesting a 
change of subject, but it failed of its effect. And 
while the congregation were devising some more 
decided procedure, the village bell commenced 
tolling, to the surprise of every one, as it was not 
known that any one was sick ; several persons went 
directly to the church and inquired with considera- 
able anxiety who was dead? “ Peter's wife's 
mother,” replied the sexton. 





WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT? 

It is more than half a century since the com 
mencement of the modern missionary effort. And 
now there are in the world about two thousand mis- 
sionaries; seven thousand five hundred assistants; 
four thousand churches; two hundred and fifty 
thousand converts; three thousand missionary 
schools, two hundred and fty thousand children 
and adults belonging tothem; two hundred dialects 
into which the Bible is translated; thirty-two mil- 
lions of Bibles scattered over the earth in languages 
spoken by six hundred millions. 





THE MINISTER WHO LIKED TO WHET 
HIS OWN SCYTHE. 

How frequently have I heard him request the 
gentleman who was going to precede him by prayer 
to be sure not to be very long. Mr. Jay, at his 
own chapel, always preferred going through the 
whole of the service himself; and on one occasion 
he quaintly said to a minister who had offered to 
pray before the sermon, “ No, sir, I am much 
obliged to you for for your kind offer ; but I like to 
whet my own scythe.” The congregation general- 
ly thought that he could whet it better than any 
one else; and he always considered that the pray- 
ers, which seldom occupied more than a quarter of 
an hour, including the Lord’s prayer, which he in- 
variably repeated, prepared his mind for the ser- 
mon. Itis a remarkable fact, that on entering the 
pulpit he would open the Bible at that part where 
the Lord’s prayer appears, having on several occa- 
sions forgotten part of it, which so much annoyed 
him that he adopted this mode of preventing any 
future vexation on this point. — Recollections of 
Wm. Jay. 
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A CHURCH SHALL WE 
ae OF BUILD? 

We use the word church in its first and perhaps 
most proper meaning, as a house consecrated to 
the purposes of Christian worship. During the 
last three years we have noticed in this paper 
alone the dedication or re-openings of about sixty 
churches, which is an average of one in about three 
weeks. 

These have been all Methodist churches within 
the limits of our patronizing Conferences. In our 
whole country the average cannot be less than 
two a week. We are not prepared to give the 
average value of these churches; but a glance at 
the subject is sufficient to indicate the pertinence 
and importance of the inquiry which we propose 
to consider. 

Some preachers are fond of considering a sub- 
ject first negatively, and then positively; we will 
for once pursue this orthodox course. We might 
begin by stating and elaborately proving, as preach- 
ers do sometimes elaborately prove what nobody 
would think of denying, that we should not build 
barns and call them churches; we should not 
build churches on the outskirts of settlements, in- 
stead of in the midst of the population ; nor should 
we build or dig and wall up huge cellars and call 
them vestries or basements—cellars may be good 
for potatoes, but not for Sunday Schools or class 
meetings—but as these principles are pretty well 
understood, we will not expend ammunition on 
what is dead. 

1. But, to proceed with the negative, we should 
not be governed by fashion in building a church. 
Fashion is always fickle, often foolish. Fashion 
may properly enough regulate the size of a lady’s 
dress, but not of a gallery or pulpit; the cut of a 
gentleman’s coat, but not the forms or dimensions 
of a steeple. The more permanent a product is 
designed to be, the less should the producer be in- 
fluenced by caprice or mere unmeaning custom. 
Who has not observed the ridiculous effect of ob- 
solete fashions in old portraits? “ High heads,” 
out-topping even the Fejees’ natural ornaments of 
this description, “enormous bonnets,” obviating 
the necessity of umbrellas, and other deformities, 
beautiful as they were when fashion had for the 
time perverted the taste, afterwards appear ridicu- 
lous, and completely destroy the effect of fine fea- 
tures beneath. Fashion may have proper sway in 
the parlor, but she should never have any influence 
in or about the church. 

By not following fashion in building churches, 
we mean, the form, size and model should never 
be selected just “because some other church is 
built so,” or “ because other folks do so.” <A solid, 
independent reason should be ready for everything 
done. 

2. Churches should not be shaped and modeled 
by a worldly emulation. We would not mention 
this had we not seen it done. Sometimes in a city 
or village, religious societies build churches as some 
men play games or race horses, to see which can 
outdo the other. Successive steeples rise, each 
‘higher than the last, till finally we have one like a 
walking cane inverted, or like an immense tooth- 
pick, upright, with a small protuberance at the 
bottom. Perhaps the rivalry may take some other 
development equally ridiculous; but being a wrong 
motive, its results can seldom be anything but evil. 

8. And, thirdly, churches should not be built 
primarily on esthetic principles, or simply to dis- 
play architectural skill. Beauty of design, ele- 
gance, or majesty, or any attractiveness of appear- 
ance, should never be the first thing sought, or the 
thing most sought in the building of a church. 
Many building committees have made this mistake, 
many are now making it. 

We are now prepared to consider positively 
what is demanded. ‘The first great object of a 
church, if we are not mistaken, should be, in a city 
or where population is sufficient, to accommodate 
conveniently and on such terms as will most cer- 
tainly secure their attendance, as large a number 
of people as one preacher ought regularly to ad- 
dress. 

In a country town, or where population is 
ecanty, the first object of a church should be to 
accommodate conveniently and on agreeable 
terms the largest number of people that could in 
any way be induced to attend upon public worship 
in that house. 

This object is, particularly in a Methodist church, 
the prime one. Everything else should be subor- 
dinate to that. 

We know of nothing more painful than to see 
people neglecting the ordinances of public wor- 
ship, and losing, and often breaking, the Sabbath, 
for want of church accommodation. And yet this 
is the fact in many of our villages. Many of our 
churches that now accommodate three hundred 
hearers or less, would be filled if enlarged to dou- 
ble their capacity, provided that the expense of 
obtaining seats was not unnecessarily high, and pro- 
vided that the preachers would preach as well 
as the stimulus of a large congregation would 
induce them to do. 

A very expensive church is to a large part of 
the community precisely like no church at all. It 
is of no benefit to a man that earns a dollar a day, 
with a family to support, that board can be ob- 
tained in a first-class hotel for twelve or fifteen 
dollars a week! But this man’s soul is worth just 
as much as though he was“ clotied in fine linen, 
and fared sumptuously every day.” We do not 
want churches for the poor, nor churches for the 
rich ; but good, large, convenient, neat, respecta- 
ble, churches for all the people, where, on the 
broad platform of a common humanity and a com- 
mon interest in Christ, the rich and poor may 
meet together, for the same Lord is God over all. 

We believe that Methodists should act out their 
own nature in building churches as in other things. 
Imitations are always inferior. We would rather 
have genuine pine than mock mahogany, genuine 
copper than pinchbeck for gold. Many of our 
“splendid churches,” so called, in this country, are 
mere baby imitations of old European cathedrals 
which were never themselves designed to be 
preached in, and are as little suited to the true de- 
mands of an American church as a miniature 
Egyptian pyramid would be for a public school- 
house. Those old cathedrals grew up to accom- 
plish an end that was then demanded, and wero 
good in their place and time; baby imitations of 
them are not demanded. 

Methodism has a fondness for large congrega- 
tions. We thought of this a few weeks ago at 
camp meeting. It is true that Methodist ministers 
have within the past few weeks addressed the larg- 
est congregations that have assembled in New Eng- 
land for religious purposes during the year. Two 
thousand was a small congregation, and from five 
to ten thousand at a time, all attentive and calm, 
not uncommon. What we do in the grove, why 
should we not approximate at least in the church ? 
We ought to approximate it, and may, if we ob 
serve some cardinal principles. 

These cardinal principles are as follows : 

1. The churches should be large. In cities they 
should seldom be too small to accommodate one 

persons, and in extraordinary cases may 
Properly be made so as to accommodate twice or 
even thrice that number. 

2. The sittings if purchased or paid for by the 
occupants, (and of course they must be either di- 
rectly or indirectly, by a part or all of them,) 


should be of as low a price as can with due regard 
to comfort be secured. It is positively sinful for a 
few families to accommodate themselves alone, ina 
small church, at an expense perhaps of a hundred 
dollars a year for a family, while thousands around, 
now destitute of the privileges of public worship, 
might be accommodated at the same time, if the 
money that is wasted on ornament was devoted to 
the enlargement of the church and the cheapening 
of the average expenses. 

We are not opposed to ornament. We could 


‘make a plea for beautiful churches five columns 


long if necessary, showing that God loves beauty, 
and our churches ought to be as good as our dwell- 
ings, and the best things ought to be consecrated 
to God, and that Solomon’s temple cost a great 
deal of money, &e., &c. But after all there was only 
one Solomon’s temple in a nation of millions, and 
we neither need one nor could use one if we had 
it, and beauty though valuable, is not the “ princi- 
pal thing.” 

“ The principal thing” to be sought in building 
churches is to lead the greatest number of human 
beings possible to hear the gospel regularly, and 
worship God in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Let us not, brethren, lose sight of the prin- 
cipal thing. 

As a people we have to a great extent acted out 
our nature in this respect, and what we need is 
more of the same sort of labor. The church ac- 
commodations that have been provided by our peo- 
ple in this country within the past twenty-five 


_ years, truly demands an expression of gratitude to 


God. But the work is yet far from complete, and 
we should guard against any wrong deviation from 
this central principle. 

One other thought we can but just mention. A 
due regard to accommodations for the Sabbath 
Sohool, infant classes, Bible classes, prayer meet- 
ings and class meetings, sheuld never be omitted 
in planning the church. The rooms set apart for 
these purposes should be commodious, well venti- 
lated and healthful, and as attentively regarded as 
the main audience rooms. 

We have hastily thrown out these reflections as 
they have occurred to us; they may be unneces- 
sary, they can do no harm. 





THE “UNION.” 

Dr. Whedon published in the New York Tribune 
of Sept. 24th, under his own signature, an article 
on the present relations of the M. E. Church to 
slavery that ought to be in the hands of every one 
interested in the subject. It should be printed in 
pamphlet form, and scattered far and wide. Dr. 
Whedon is one of the fathers, and has always been 
truly conservative, that is, firm to defend the true 
and the good, and always opposed to rash innova- 
tions, and at the same time there is no stronger 
logician in or out of our church. The real charac- 
ter and aim of the great majority of the M. E. 
Church, who desire to see the Rule on Slavery 
changed, was never so ably set forth before. He 
shows that they are truly the most conservative 
part of the church. 

We would publish it but for want of room. We 
give a long article this week from New York, and 
hope that nothing more will be needed. 

The editor of the Christian Advocate, (if the 
editor happened to write that editorial,) says that 
he does not “belong to the Union,” and has not 
“been asked to join it!” Perhaps they were 
afraid that he would not keep their secrets ; though 
we should think now as the society is out before 
the public, he might be admitted, at least on pro- 
bation. Probably, however, with an instinctive 
perception of its weakness, he will have nothing to 
do with it. 

Since writing the above we learn that Dr. Whe- 
don’s article will be published in a pamphlet, and 
for sale cheap at all our depositories. 





GENERAL MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 

Dr. Durbin gives notice as follows: The time 
(early in November) approaches in which all par- 
ties interested should carefully prepare their com- 
munications, and forward them to their respective 
representatives in the General Missionary Com- 
mittee. 

Let every one whose business it is avoid the pre- 
sumption that their real condition and wants are 
well enough known. Set them forth yourselves in 
your own manner, and address at an early day 
your representative : 

District No. 1—Baltimore, East Baltimore, New 
Jersey, Newark, New York, California, and Ore- 
gon Conferences. Rev. N. J. B. Morgan, Balti- 
more, Va. 

District No. 2—New York East, Providence, 
New England, New Hampshire, Vermont, Maine, 
and East Maine Conferences. Rev. L. Crowell, 
Lynn. 

District No. 3.—Troy, Black River, Oneida, 
Wyoming, East Genesee, Genesee, and Erie Con- 
ferences. Rev. William Reddy, Auburn, N. Y. 

District No. 4.—Pittsburgh, Western Virginia, 
Ohio, North Ohio, Delaware, Cincinnati, and Ken- 
tucky Conferences. Rev. J. M. Trimble, D. D., 
Chillicothe. 

District No. 5.—Southeastern Indiana, Indiana, 
North Indiana, Northwestern Indiana, Michigan, 
and Detroit Conferences. Rev. L. Smith, 
Thorntown, Boone County, Indiana. 

District No. 6.—Illinois, Southern Illinois, Rock 
River, Peoria, Wisconsin, and West Wisconsin 
Conferences. Rev. Hooper Crews, East Rockford, 
Illinois. 

District No. 7.—Missouri, Arkansas, Iowa, Upper 
Towa, Kansas and Nebraska, and Minnesota Con- 
ferences. Rev. W. H. Goode, 200 Mulberry Street, 
New York. 





Epvucation oF Preacners.—Thé Cincinnati 
Conference adopted the Report of a large and 
strong Committee on this subject, recommending 
that a teacher be appointed for their Conference 
who shall meet the young men in classes at least 
four times a year, to give instruction as he shall 
see fit; and if there be any young man who may 
wish, under the direction of the Conference, to 
pursue a more extended course, they “could be 
taken under the roof of the teacher, and be fur- 
nished with the requisite facilities, with the under- 
standing that they were to be under the control of 
the Conference, and that they ‘stir up the gift 
that is in them’ by constantly preaching Christ.” 
They recommend this course by various considera- 
tions. 

We should like to see the plan tried where noth- 
ing better could be secured ; but we think it would 
either soon ripen into a local school, or die out. 





TrstimontaL TO Dr. CLaRKE.—The Colerain 
Chronicle, Ireland, of Sept. 3, has a description of 
the ceremonies attendent upon the inauguration of 
the mounument at Portrush, and also with laying 
the foundation stone of a memorial church at Port- 
stewart. The services consisted of a public prayer 
meeting and several addresses. A model statue, 
from which a bronze one is to be cast, was exhibit- 
ed, and pronounced by all an excellent likeness. 
The Rev. Mr. Cather announced that the whole 
cost of the monument and the memorial church 
would be £2,250, and they had received £1,750, 
so that they wanted £500 more, which he knew 
they would get before the church would be finish- 
ed. The Rev. Mr. Parker preached a sermon from 
the words—“ Simon, Simon, Satan hath desired to 
have thee,” &c., “ from which he delivered an able 
sermon, which had previously been printed and 
published amongst his sermons.” 





Tue Rigut Sentiment.—Bro. Brooks, in the 
Central Christian Advocate of the 21st inst., has 
a good editorial on the vexed question, in which he 
says: Whatever may be the character of the action 
endorsed by the majority of the General Conference, 
it wil! be accepted by Missouri and the Southwest. 

The Advocate reaches us too late, or we should 
quote the whole article. It distinctly states that 
the Southwest will not think of disunion. There 
will be no disunion after, the next General Con- 





ference unless a portion of the Southeast secede, 


and they will have no occasion to secede except 
some decided expression of sentiment, that may be 
agreed upon, to the effect that all real slaveholding 
is opposed to the laws of God and the spirit of the 
gospel, and cannot be allowed to members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 





A Monument To Marritt.—A correspondent 
of the Nashville Christian Advocate proposes that 
those who received benefit from Mr. Maflitt’s preach- 
ing contribute a dollar apiece to build a monument 
over his grave, and says, “ they can send the money 
to ‘ Rev. A. S. Andrews, pastor of the St. Francis 
Street Church, Mobile’” He adds: “ An aged 
Kentuckian, whose soul had often been stirred by 
that strange eloquence, and who was used to hunt- 
ing and frontier phrases, not long ago exclaimed in 
our hearing, where Maflitt’s name was mentioned 
in connection with othef distinguished ones, ‘I tell 
you what it is, gentlemen, say what you please 
about your Bascoms and Waughs and Capers, but 
in the big day coming Maflitt will bring up as many 
skelps as any of ’em.’” 





Iowa ConFrERENCE.—This Conference after a 
long discussion adopted the Providence Conference 
Resolution by 62 ayes to 29 nays; also the Erie 
Conference Resolution by 60 ayes to 34 nays. 
They also by a vote of 62 to 32 recommended the 
following to be inserted in the chapter on slavery : > 
No slaveholder shall be eligible to membership in 
our church when the laws of the State admit of 
emancipation, and permit the emancipated slave to 
enjoy his freedom. Also, whenever a member be- 
comes an owner of a slave or slaves, by any means, 
he shall forfeit his membership, unless he make due 
provision for the emancipation of such slave or 
slaves, and within such time as may be most con- 
ducive to the interests of the enslaved. They would 
also recommend the striking out of the third and 
fourth answers to the questions proposed in the 
chapters on slavery. 





Arp For THE ReruGeres.—A Mrs. M. A. S. 
Carey, from Chatham, Canada West, is soliciting 
donations in this vicinity for a school to be estab- 
lished among the escaped slaves in Canada West. 
Mrs. Carey is a good representative of the most in- 
telligent of her class, and her representations maya) 
be fully relied on. Those thousands of fugitives 
are of course poor, and compelled to suffer much, 
but they are surely advancing in industry, com- 
forts and civilization. 





Wensster’s Dicrionary.—The great standard 
Dictionary of our language has received such high 
commendations from scholars and professors at 
home and abroad as to need no further praise. Of 
the improved and Pictorial Edition alone, which 
has been published but a few months, an immense 
number has already been sold. See advertise- 
ment. 





Boston District.—Let Sunday School super- 
intendents, teachers, and friends of Sunday Schools 
in Boston District read the notice of the forthcom- 
ing Convention to be held at Holliston, Mass., on 
the 12th inst. Holliston is a beautiful place, and 
all who go will be cordially received, and _hospita- 
bly entertained, and we think will be delighted as 
well as profited. 





Extension OF Time.—The Ohio Conference 
at its late session passed the following : 

Resolved, That we hereby request the General 
Conference so to amend the rule on the subject as 
to allow a minister to remain three consecutive 
ages in the same charge, when the people general- 
ly request such change of the rule. 





GenerRAL ConFERENCE.—The following are 
the delegates to General Conference from the 
Michigan Conference : John K. Gillet, Resin Sapp, 
Henry Penfield, ‘Thomas H. Jacokes. Reserves, 
Hiram Law, Israel Cogshall. 


Farr PLtay.—The Church South have succeed- 
ed in getting up a single circuit in Oregon with one 
minister and 51 members. Of course they will 
not be mobbed. Can they not send a few mission- 
aries to Massachusetts ? 





The following are the delegates to the General 
Conference from the Illinois Annual Conference: 

Peter Cartwright, Philip Kuhl, G. Rutledge, J. 
L. Crane, W.S. Prentice, R. W. Travis. Re- 
serves, If. Buck, R. E. Guthrie. 





DELAWARE ConFERENCE.—At the late session 
of this body the following brethren were elected 
delegates to the next General Conference: W. L. 
Harris, E. C. Gavitt, Joseph Ayres and H. M. 
Shaffer. Reserves—W. J. Wells, L. B. Gurley. 





Tue OreGon ConreRENCcE.—This Conference 
probably closed its session on the 15th of August, 
but by some mistake our Oregon papers have not 
reached us. 





Foreign Corresponpence—We have an 
excellent letter from Europe, from a new pen, 
which will appear in our next. 





Lever.—The Ladies of Centenary Church, 
South Boston, will hold a Levee next week, in be- 
half of their new church enterprise. 








INTERMEDIATE STATE. 


Bro. Haven :—You may say through the Herald 
to Bro. T. that if the articles on the Intermediate 
State of the Dead recently published in the Herald 
are wanted for publication, they will be prepared 
for that purpose. Yours, B. F. Reeve. 

Brooktield, Sept. 27. 





LITERARY NOTICES. 

Tue Ministry or Evit: An Examination of 
the Popular Bitter-Sweet Theology. Delivered 
before the Literary Societies of the Methodist 
General Biblical Institute, Concord, N. H., June 
7, 1859. By William Fairfield Warren, of the 
New England Conference. New York: Carlton & 
Porter.—This discourse is designed to expose the 
sophistry of the notion that evil is only modified or 
instrumental good. It puts the case clearly and 
strongly, and fairly shows the defenders of the 
notion floundering in the glittering mud of meta- 
physics. The preacher, however, perhaps pru- 
dently, stops short of telling us what God does per- 
mit evil for. He shows, of course, easily, that Ar- 
minian theology is the instinctive, practical belief 
of practical men; but the mystery outside of it 
neither he nor any other finite mind can fathom. 

Henry St. Joun, GENTLEMAN, of Flower of 
Hundreds, in the County of Prince George, Vir- 
giniaa A Tale of 177475. By John Esten 
Cooke. New York: Harper & Bros.—This story 
presents vividly a fancy sketch of early Virginia 
society and the pre-revolutionary excitement. It 
is well written, and of more than average merit. 
For sale by E. P. Dutton § Co. 

Gen Morris Stories. Guy Carlton; the 
Story of a Boy who belonged to the Try Company. 
By Francis Forrester, Esq., Author of “ My Uncle 
Toby’s Library.” 18mo., pp. 254. New York: 
Howe § Ferry.—Francis Forrester is well known 
to our readers, and his writings need no recom- 
mendation farther than the name of their author. 
Guy was a good boy, and we hope many will fol- 
low his example. 

A Discourse on Metuopist Cnurcn 
Ponty. By T. A. Morris, D. D., Senior Bishop 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 18mo., pp. 
93. Cincinnati: Swormstedt & Poe.—Whatever 
comes from the pen of Bishop Morris is lucid, un- 
ostentatious, and well worth reading. We wish 
the book were in every Methodist family. 

Tue Lanp or Mystery; or, Scenes and In- 








cidents in Central Africa. This is quite an inter- 


esting little book descriptive of Africa. As in the 
“non-sectarian” publications of the American | 
Sunday School Union generally, it is a little} 
“funny,” as a child would say, to see how com- 
pletely Methodism is overlooked. Moravian Mis- 
sions and the American Board are honorably men- | 
tioned, and even the “ Sandwich Islands Missions ” 

are lugged in, but no allusion whatever is made to 

the scores of Methodist missionaries in Africa. 

Whether the neglect is intentional or from ignor- 

ance, does not appear. 

Dickens’ Worxs.—Peterson’s complete and 
Cheap Edition for the Million, of the entire writings 
of Charles Dickens, to be completed in twenty-eight 
weekly parts. Those who are desirous of a cheap 
edition of these works will find them for sale by 
Shepard, Clark § Brown. 


— 





BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Christ and his Church in the Book of Psalms. By Rev. 
Andrew A. Bonar, author of the Memoir of the Rey. R. 
= M’Cheyne, &c. 8vo., pp. 457. New York: Carter & 

ros. 


Life in Jesus ; A Memoir of Mrs. Mary Winslow, arrang- 
ed trom her Correspoudence, Diary. and Thoughts. By her 
son, Octavius Winslow, D. D., author of “* Midnight Har- 
monies,” &c. New York: 12mo., pp. 426. Robert Carter 
& Bros. 

Rills from the Fountain of Life; or, Sermons to Chil- 
dren. By Rey. Richard Newton, D. D., Rector ef St. 
Paul’s Church, Philadelphia. 12mo., pp- 220. New York: 
R. Carter & Bros. 

Ellie Randolph; or, The Good Part. By Kitty Neely. 
18mo., pp. 342. New York: R. Carter & Bros. 

Moral Philosophy; including Theoretical and Practical 
Ethies. By Joseph Haven, D. D., Professor in Chicago 
Pheological Seminary ; Lately Protessor of Intellectual and 
Moral Philosophy in Amherst College; author of * Mental 
Phif¥sopy.2 12mo., pp. 366. Boston: Gould & Linco:n. 

Missiie’s Behaviour Book. A Guide and Manual for 
Ladies, a8 regards their Conversation, Manners, Dress, In- 
troductions, Entree to Society, Shopping, Conduct in the 
Street, at Places of Amusement, in Traveling, at the Table, 
either at Home, in Company, or at Hotels; Deportment in 
Gentlemen’s Society, Lips, Complexion, Teeth, Hands, the 
Hair, &c. With full Instruction and Advice in Letter- 
writing, Receiving Presents, Incorrect Words, Borrowing, 
Obligations to Gentlemen, Offences, Children, Decorum in 
Church, at Evening Parties, and Full Suggestions in Bad 
Practices and Habits easily contracted. which no youn 
lady should be guilty of. &c ,&c. By Miss Leslie, author- 
ess of ‘* Miss Leslie’s Celebrated New Cooking-Book,” &c. 
Philadelphia: T. B. Peterson & Brothers. 12mo., pp. 836. 
For sale by Shepard, Clark & Brown. Price, $1. ° 








Correspondence. 


LETTER FROM NEW YORK. 
CONSERVATISM ON A “PLATFORM.” 


Mr. Eprror :—Have you seen the famous “ circu- 
lar and platform” of the Ministers’ and Laymen’s 
Union? If not, I beg you to procure and read it at 
once. You will find it in the columns of the “ Great 
Official,”’ signed by a little army of laymen, and duly 
endorsed by the assistant and magnanimous editor of 
that awthoritative journal. 

You can scarcely conceive how jubilant we conserv- 
atives are over this “ circular and platform.” It is a 
geeat documert, Dr. Haven, a wonderful document. 
Its eminent authors have taxed their confessedly great 
powers to the utmost in its production. Such weighty 
thoughts, such precision of language, such rigid logic, 
such admirable rhetoric, such elevated moral senti- 
ment, and such exquisite sympathy for oppressed 
humanity, have not been combined to such a degree in 
any publication that has appeared since Daniel Web- 
ster’s magnificent speech in defense of the Fugitive 
Slave Law! If the people in all republics were not 
proverbially ungrateful, 1 would predict that for this 
transcendant production, our church would immortal- 
ize the names of its illustrious writers. But, alas for 
self-sacrificing men! The cypress, and not the laurel, 
was the great expounder’s reward ; and I almost weep 
lest the church should be as ungrateful to these Doc- 
tors as the nation was to Mr. Webster. 

It would surprise you, dear Doctor, to hear what 
those naughty abolitionists say about this document. 
Why, they have the impertinence to affirm that the 
organization from which it proceeds is one of those 
“ societies in the church,’ which some of its officers used 
to denounce as disorganizing, agitating, and unmeth- 
odistical! How strange it is those abolitionists won’t 
see the difference between tweedledum and twedledee ! 
Now you are a discriminating gentleman, and can see 
that it is perfectly consistent for men who once voted 
to censure and suspend their brethren for belonging to 
anti-slavery societies and attending anti-slavery con- 
ventions, and who now unsparingly condemn the anti- 
slavery societies of Western New York, to get up a 
“union,” and to hold secret conventions in their behalf. 
You know, sir, that we conservatives have a right to do 
what we please, for are we not the only persons in the 
church who can be considered loyal? Indeed, we are 
the church, and the abolitionists are “ interlopers,” 
“disloyalists,” “ultraists,” “legitimate troublers,” 
“ adventurers,” and men ‘without authority.” In a 
word, sir, abolitionists have no rights which conserva- 
tives are bound to respect, and therefore, what would 
be wrong in them is perfectly right and praiseworthy 
in us. If you can’t comprehend the force of this 
logic, I fear that your intellect is given over to dark- 
ness and confusion. 

If you read this “ platform and circular,” you can- 
not fail to admire the skill with which it is drawn up. 
Its fitness for its purpose, viz., to catch enough of the 
young anti-slavery men of the N. Y. East Conference 
on our conservative hook to give our side a majority 
at the next session of that Conference—is exqusite, yes, 
absolutely exquisite! Look at the platform, sir! 
Mark, how boldly it parades that great horn of the 
Discipline, extirpation ! and that fiery tongue, the “ tes- 
timony of the Fathers.” It “holds fast” to the lat- 
ter, and affirms it to be a duty to “ seek” the former. 
There is a radical squint in this aspect of the “ plat- 
form,” which, as a conservative, I don’t like; because 
that terrible horn would push slavery into the Dead 
Sea of infamy in double quick time, if its pushing were 
backed up by the united moral force of a church like 
ours. And that “testimony” is such a burning, 
fanatical tongue of fire that even its publication in the 
Great Official would kindle a flame along the Border 
which would almost burn up the sacred bonds that 
bind our church in one. But happily for our peace, 
the horn of the “ platform” is not that pointed thing 
of iron our Fathers forged. It is only an imitation in 
putty, substituted for the original by the hand of 
“ Christian Wisdom,” and so soft that the only possi- 
ble effect of its pushing would be to flatten it into a 
button. The same skillful hand has also substituted a 
soulless, painted tongue for the tongue of fire with 
which our Fathers uttered their testimony, and our 
dear Border brethren are told that despite both the 
horn and the “testimony,” the policy of our church 
was in the beginning, is now, and shall be evermore to 
admit slaveholders to her communion unchallenged. 
This redeems the “ platform” from all suspicion of 
abolitionism, and harmonizes it with our conservative 
Christianity, which however sternly it may push at 
vulgar sins, is too meck and peaceful a thing to push 
or burn those aristrocratic and profitable sins which 
bring “ much gain ”’ to our city, whereby we can build 
fashionable churches, and do many other wonderful 
things for the Lord. It takes your abolition Chris- 
tianity to strike such sins ours ; can’t afford it. 

The ‘‘ platform” also proposes to unite with our 
Border brethren in their “‘ etforts to secure the freedom 
of the slave.” Capital! Those Border brethren have 
discovered a method of extirpating the great evil that 
is eminently conservative. Instead of preaching, pray- 
ing, and writing against it, as the Fathers did, they 
simply let italone. As the Baltimore Advocate informs 
us, they see nothing in slavery to discuss. They never 
ask who is or is not a slaveholder. They take all the 
slaveholders they can get into the church. They pro- 
pose to exclude anti-slavery discussions from all our 
periodicals and books, and to give the subject such a 
severe letting alone as shall effectually extirpate it-at 
the precise moment when the clock of the world shall 
point to the hour of universal doom. Surely, this 
is far better than fanatically preaching, writing, and 
agitating, as Asbury and Coke and Garrettson did, to 
the disturbance of the consciences of our dear slave- 
holding brethren and to the personal inconvenience of 
the preachers. So we conservatives think, and there- 
fore we admire the profound wisdom of the “ platform 
and circular!” 

But the “ platform” proposes that the next Gen- 
eral Conference shall “ define more strictly the duties 
of masters to their slaves.” If by this it is meant to 
add one iota to the church obligations of slaveholders, 
such iota would be a new term of membership, and 
therefore an unconstitutional iota! I would utterly 
condemn the entire “ platform,” for the bare mention 
of it, if I had not reason for believing that it is 
merely put there, as fishermen lure unwary mack- 
erel to their vessel’s side to be caught on their treacher- 
ous hook, by throwing liberal supplies of clam bait ovcr- 
board ; so by this profession of a purpose to do some- 


thing, credulous abolitionists may be lured to nibble 
round the conservative hook which is so nicely con- 
cealed under the “ platform and circular.” 

I will give you my reasons, Mr. Editor, confidentially 
of course, for this belief. You know those reckless 
abolitionists tried to do this very thing at Indianapolis, 
for their report only “defined more strictly the duties 
of masters to their slaves.” Now our glorious 
“ Union ” leaders can’t mean to attempt the same rash 
measure in 1860, because three of them actually voted 
against it in 1856, and because our beloved Border 
brethren said then, and still say, that the slaveholders 
will make them secede if it is done. Moreover, the 
circular, with most refreshing humility, says that the 
“Union ” and the church must “ask the Border (!) what 
legislation is practicable among them!” Hence I think 
this plank in the platform is put in just for its effect on 
those fanatical brethren in the N. Y. East Conference 
who are atilicted with the foolish belief that slavery is 
asin per se. By inducing them to think that our 
“Union” really means to attempt something, we 
shall beguile them into voting for some of us as their 
delegates to the General Conference. All this, you 
see, is like loading a gun with ball and then filling the 
barrel with water. Isn’t it a capital move, though ? 
Are not we conservatives the most consummate of man- 
agers ? the most accomplished pullers of wool over the 
eyes of the credulous that ever undertook to lead the 
church by the nose ? 

We conservatives like that idea of “asking the Bor- 
der.” Such humility is assuredly characteristic of the 
reverend author of the circular. It will also be so be- 
coming in the delegates of the free Conferences to bow 
down before our dear Border brethren at Buffalo just 
as inthe good old days of despotism vassals kneeled 
before their lords. ‘Therefore it will tickle the feelings 
of our modest Border delegates to stand up in presence 
of the bench of Bishops and receive the submission of 
the abolitionists at the head of the most illustrious 
Chairman of the Executive Committee of our all- 
powerful Union! I: will be a spectacle, sir, that will 
make the bones of the immortal Calhoun and the hon- 
ored Brooks dance in their coffins for joy! It will put 
an end to all threats of secession along the Border. 
It will make the fanatical abolitionists tremble like 
coward soldiers sniffing their first smell of gunpowder. 

One of the best strokes in our “circular” is that 

which raises a ghost with a Latin name. It charges 
the proposed extirpatory law of the abolitionists with 
being an ex post facto law. Good! There is nothing 
like throwing learned words at radical men. No mat- 
ter whether you understand them or not, they always 
do terrible execution. This argument (!) will be a big 
bomb shell in the abolition camp. It is true we con- 
servatives know that an er post facto law is a law 
“which renders an offense punishable in a manner in 
which it was not punishable at the time it was com- 
mitted,” and is a very different thing from a law which 
proposes to punish an offense to be committed after it 
is adopted. We know the abolitionists only propose 
to do with slaveholding just what the church did with 
rum dealers and distillers in restoring Mr. Wesley’s 
rule on temperance. We know, too, that one of our 
“Union ” officers voted for that rule, and even tried 
to persuade the General Conference not to wait for 
votes enough to alter the constitution, but to prohibit 
liquor selling by a new chapter in the Discipline. We 
also know that before our eloquent ally, who fills the 
chair of the Great Official, shook the mists of aboli- 
tionism from his mighty mind, he told the South in 
Zion’s Herald, that when they joined our church they 
consented to abide by whatever constitutional changes 
might be made in the Discipline, and that they must 
either submit or secede. All this we know, and if the 
abolitionists were clear headed even they would know 
it too, and laugh at our bomb shell ex post facto. But 
then they, being men of one idea, won’t see it; and if 
they do, we, having the titles, and the dignities, and 
the scholarship, and the authorities of the church on 
our side, can put them down with our frown, as old 
Jupiter does his rebellious gods. If they charge any 
of us with inconsistency, we can kill that charge with 
the axiom—a conservative can’t be inconsistent. Like 
the jolly old Vicar of Bray, whose principle it was to 
live and die Vicar of Bray, we conservatives are all 
men of principle, because, contradict our antecedents 
as we may, our principle is not violated. Our princi- 
ple is, that the dignities and emoluments of the church 
are ours puri divino, When we swerve from this prin- 
ciple, may our right hands guide fugitives to the under- 
ground railroad, and our tongue sing anti-slavery 
hymns! Inconsistent indeed! Preposterous ! 

Another telling point in our “ circular” is its gen- 
tle insinuations about secession. It intimates that the 
reckless abolitionists will divide the church if the 
laymen don’t take hold with us and our loyal ministers, 
and prevent them. This is a first rate point, and it is 
pushed forward just enough to look terrible. In fact, 
this ghost is a regular Janus. Upon the abolitionists, 
it turns a pair of goggle eyes, and in a sepulchral voice 
demands, “Would you divide the church with your 
crudities ?”” Thus it is fitted to scare every man who 
is “weak in the back” from the abolition platform. 
Upon the laity of New York it turns a stern, yet be- 
seeching face, and in denunciatory tones, says, “ Those 
reckless abolitionists seek to divide the church!” 
Thus it stirs up the passions of the laity—particularly 
those who have Southern business connections, and 
those who worship at the throne of national Democ- 
racy—leading them to denounce, and to socially ostra- 
cise abolitionists, and also preparing them to secede 
with the Border in case we fail in our loyal endeavors 
to subject the church to its dictation. One of our 
number has opened this question more fully in that 
peerless sheet known as Harper's Weekly, a journal, 
by the way, which redeems its devotion to wretched 
wood-cuts, bad novels, and vulgar witticism, by its 
fidelity to the highly conservative and respectabie prac- 
tices of wine drinking and slaveholding. In that very 
influential sheet, I repeat, our plan of secession is un- 
folded a little more fully. Our rich men are to refuse 
to pay interest on our church debts until the mort- 
gagees bring them to the hammer ; then (I speak con- 
fidentially now) these same loyal laymen will bid 
them in; and having thus freed the churches from the 
legal claims of the M. E. Church, they can devote 
them to the use of the new ecclesiastical body, which 
we mean to go into if our beloved slaveholding breth- 
ren are turned out by anew rule. Is not this very 
politic? You see how nice some of us will be provided 
for in that case. It’s only the wealthy churches that 
will go off, you know, and we conservatives have a 
great affection forsuch churches. Wedon’t care much 
for the poor ones, for, somehow or other, conservatism 
is not popular with men who have their fortunes to 
make. To make good conservatives you must take 
men whose fathers wore corduroys and whose mothers 
did their own washing, but who by dint of good luck 
have themselves become rich. Some men acquire the 
conservative toss of the head and twist of the nose to 
a charm, and they can talk down abolitionism with a 
gusto equal to that of Jerusalem ponies feeding on 
thistles. Well, these are the men—or rather it’s the 
money of these men—we conservatives care for. If 
they were as poor as they used to be, we wouldn’t take 
pains to win them to our side. But now, you see, we 
want to excite them to the secession point, so that if 
abolitionism triumphs, we may get them to secede and 
give us snug nests in their nice churches. How can 
we stay in the M. E. Charch if abolitionism triumphs # 
Psha! The smell of it is poison to a conservative 
nose. To breathe it long were death; so that you see 
we must secede or die. We would rather not do either, 
and therefore we have got up a “ platform and a cir- 
cular” to save the integrity of the church and—our- 
SELVES! 

But the Armstrong cannon of our circular is that 
long list of leading laymen whose names are paraded, 
like a string of coaches at an Irishman’s funeral, at its 
foot. It was a masterly stroke of generalship to get 
those names. It is wonderful! It is absolutely Napo- 
leonic! If the illustrious gentleman is not rewarded 
for it with some distinguished honor, he will assuredly 
fail of his justreward. For one, I am ready to contrib- 
ute any reasonable sam towards the purchase of a 
costly leather medal as a token of the high esteem in 
which I hold this masterly piece of strategy. 

; The wisdom of this measure is apparent to every en- 
lightened conservative. You see that every man of 
talent in the Conference is looking to a city appoint- 
ment sooner or later. Now this array of laymen 
speaks this language to every aspirant: “You sec, 
young, friend, where our leadin laymen are. They 
are anti-abolitionists, and you fis: give up your abo- 
litionism or your aspirations.” Now that’s what I call 
a point blank shot at the breeches pocket! It hints to 
these aspirants that they mustn’t indulge in such costly 
luxuries as personal independence, free conscience and 
fice speech, if they want to preach where those laymen 





winning men to thy shriue! 


mighty tail! After this, abolition must expire in the 


burial ! 

I admire, too, the honorable and shrewd method by 
which these names were obtained. If abolitionists 
were getting up a circular, they would do it with a 
world of noise and fuss, publicly inviting signatures. 
But conservatism is neither noisy nor blatant, except 
on occasions. Usually it has the voice of a dove and 
the stealthy tread of a fox. Hence, to get these names 
a meeting of a chosen few—choice spirits I assure you 
—was quietly called, and were told that if they didn’t 
do someting the church would be smashed up into ten 
thousand million fragments! This, of course, alarmed 
them. They felt as if a voleano was bursting under 
their feet; and when our leaders in this holy alliance 
unfolded their glorious plan for saving the church, tears 
of gratitude filled the eyes of the alarmed but admir- 
ing auditors, and their names were cheerfully obtained. 
After this individuals were visited privately, by one or 
more of the officers, and, after being alarmed as at the 
meeting, complimented as men of wonderful influence, 
and teased out of all patience, were induced to give 
their names. The best of the case was, that our astute 
officers pitched on a few men who are more or less 
hostile to slavery and won them to this measure by 
ex partestartling appeals to their dislike of agitation 
and their dread of division. Now I call that shrewd, 
for, if all the signers had been so sublimely conserva- 
tive as many of them are, the measure would have 
been a failure. Some of us would like all the signers 
to be what some of them are—friends of the Fugitive 
Slave Law, National Democrats, and mercharfts in the 
Southern trade. But the officers of our “ Union,” 
with true apostolic wisdom, determined to feed the 
babes of the N. Y. East Conference with some milk, 
lest meat should prove too indigestible for their weak 
stomachs. Divine conservatism! To this it is given 
to be wise as the serpent. 

It is true that a great many laymen rather tartly re- 
fused to sign our circular. One wealthy man who was 
applied to says he could get forty personal friends to 
sign a counter-circular; others say four laymen from 
every church could be got to an opposite document ; 
some have protested against the publication of their 
names with the circular; many others ask by what 
right two men stand for a whole church, and 
without consulting them dare to tell the world that a 
“very large majority” of their brethren think as they 
do; many also ask by what law of courtesy ministers 
of the N. Y. East Conference visited laymen of the 
N. Y. Conference and committed whole churches to 
this movement without consulting the pastors ? all this 
and more is objected to the method of this movement. 
Iadmire the prudent silence of the circular on these 
facts and objections, for what are such objections to us ? 
It would be impudence for abolitionists to act in this 
way, I confess, but all things are lawful to conserva- 
tism. The end sanctifies the means. What «sensible 
man will object to such petty irregularities when the 
church is in danger? Why, sir, a thorough-going 
conservatism ought to despise courtesy and trample on 
consistency if by any means it save the church to itself. 
What would be sin in abolitionists is lawful in conserv- 
atives, who may do almost anything to keep the con- 
trol of the church in their own hands. Imperial con- 
servatism ! Crowns, mitres and sceptres are thy glori- 
ous heritage for evermore ! 

I must now, dear Doctor, bring my long letter to a 
close. I hope you will join our glorious Union. It’s 
the biggest Union ever gotup. If you don’t come into 
it, depend upon it you will never be stationed in New 
York or Brooklyn, you will never go to General Con- 
ference, you will never be a church editor, book agent, 
or bishop. Our platform and circular, like Dame Par- 
tington’s mop, will sweep the roaring Auantic of abo- 

itionism from the very doorsteps of the churches, and 
you had better quit that tumultuous sea as soon as 
possible. If you don’t, you may possibly get into the 
heaven above, but not into the Methodistic heaven of 
rich churches and honorable offices. Choose, there- 
fore, dear sir, between what you are foolish enough to 
call a good conscience, manly independence, and free 
speech, with the ostracism of conservatism resting 
upon you, and the pastorship of a rich city church, 
with the smiles of our dear Border brethren. I am 
A FossiLizEp CONSERVATIVE. 





METHODISM IN WESTERN NEW YORK. 

Mr. Eprror :—Having seen from time to time in 
your paper, allusions to the affairs of Methodism in 
Central and Western New York, I take it for granted 
that both you and your readers have an interest in the 
condition of our church in that goodly region. Allow 
me to say, that notwithstanding all that has been pub- 
lished to the contrary, our ministers and churches are 
generally faithful to their work, and as a consequence, 
enjoying prosperity from on high. God has blessed 
us during the last few years with extensive revivals, 
and we have reason to look for continued success. 
What may be the result of the present agitations, it is 
of course impossible to tell ; but from a somewhat ex- 
tensive acquaintance with both preachers and people, 
I am led to conclude that it will not be as disastrous 
as many suppose. Really, the agitation is not as 
general as one would judge it to be from a reading of 
the newspapers. Very much has been said, and is 
being said with great earnestness, and not a little with 
much bitterness of spirit, but all this comes from a 
very few persons. One would be astonished to look 
over the list and see how few are heartily engaged in 
the controversies going on. Were all that has been 
written by a half score of persons blotted out and for- 
gotten, the remembrance of the controversy itself 
would be lost. We protest against holding the Meth- 
odism of the five Conferences responsible for the 
piques and quarrels of so small a number who chance 
to dwell in their midst. 

On the slavery question there is, in fact, no contro- 
versy at all. Both the Advocate and the Independ- 
ent favor entire extirpation, and so far as we can 
judge from a reading of every number that has yet 
been issued, on precisely the same plan. In every- 
thing that pertained to the subject in the last General 
Conference, the editors voted side by side and fought 
a common battle. Bro. Hosmer voted for Hibbard as 
editor of the Christian Advocate and Journal, and 
Bro. Hibbard voted for Hosmer as editor of the 
Northern Christian Advocate, thus showing that each 
had full confidence in the anti-slavery views of the 
other. And the probabilities are that neither of them 
were deceived, as they were members of the same 
Conference and had been intimately acquainted for 
many years. It was not so much the fear that the 
Advocate would be pro-slavery under Dr. Hikbard’s 
administration, as the manner in which he was elected, 
that gave birth to the Independent. It is said that 
Dr. Bowen, the most radical man amongst us, assented 
to Bro. Hibbard’s fitness for the office previous to the 
election, and thus indirectly at least gave his influence 
in that direction. It is certain that he was his warm- 
est supporter after the election took place, and the 
most bitter opponent of the whole newspaper move- 
ment; and though he has now changed his views, 
great numbers of the most earnest abolitionists yet re- 
tain the same position. The real question at issue be- 
tween the papers is not then that of church slavery. 
This is also seen in the fact that at the recent session 
of the Black River and East Gencsce Conferences, 
where party spirit is most rife, all were found fully 
agreed in support of the respective reports on slavery. 
On this point there was no occasion for dispute between 
the supporters of the two papers. 

It may be asked, then, what is the point in contro- 
versy ? Ah, indeed, “that’s the rub.” Laying aside 
all matters of a personal bearing, and leaving out 
everything that results from private interests, it is diffi- 
cult to tell. There is probably more real issue, at 
present, on what is termed “ Nazaritism” than on 
anything beside. And yet this is purely a Genesee 
Conference affair, that has in fact no business outside 
its original limits. The managers of the Independent 
confessedly have no sympathy with the movement, and 
their whole history shows it to be the case ; and yet 
they are fully committed to its support, and have in 
fact given it much of its prominence. 

Resulting from this “ Nazarite ” agitation there have 
been some secessions, and probably will be many more. 





The expelled members from the Genesee Conference 
seem determined to build up a party, and are already 
organizing societies in various localities. Should the 
eusuing General Conference confirm the decision by 
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pending. Without passing any opinion on the merit 
of this controversy, we have no doubt that it will re. 
sult in more extensive secessions than have yet taken 
place. But our brethren of other section may rest 
assured that there is on the whole, a loyal feeling to. 
ward the church, and a much better spirit pervadin 
its members generally, than that which is exhibited by 
the partizans who appear in print. It is to be hoped 
that this partizanship itself will soon disappear, though . 
it will no doubt continue until after the next General 
Conference. While it continues, let it be borne in 
mind that it originates chiefly in personal matters, ang 
that the people, as a whole, do not engage in it. Aside 
from tne “ Nazarite” secession, which is already tak. 
ing place, our people are likely to live and labor as 
heretofore in the church of their choice. We pray, 
therefore, that our friends abroad will not look upon 
us as agrarians and schismatics, but as brethren in a 
common cause. New Yorker, 





POLAND CAMP MEETING, 

This meeting began Monday, Sept. 5, and closed 
the following Saturday. We were favored with good 
weather, good order, good preaching, good praying, 
good singing and good salvation. Some professed 
conversion, and many others renewed their covenant 
of entire consecration and faith. The general ery of 
the church was for “a clean heart,” and many tents’ 
companies received a baptism of the Spirit of grace, 
which will be remembered with joy forever. The re- 
sults already begin to appear on the different changes 
there represented. 
Let those who yielded themselves to God as instru. 
ments of righteousness maintain that position when 
they come again to the feast of tabernacles with the 
same spirit of consecration, and with a whole year’s 
advancement they will see more glorious results than 
ever. 

There were thirteen sermons by as many brethren 
upon the following subjects : “ Hearing the Mi 
of God ”—E. Robinson; “ Personal Effort,” James 
vy. 20—K. Atkinson; “The Death of Hope in the 
Wicked,” Prov. xi. 7—R. H. Stinchfield ; “ Restora- 
tion of Religious Joy,” Ps. li. 12, 13—T. J. True; 
“Return of the Prodigal,” Luke xv. 22—J. Cobb; 
“God’s Message to different Ages and Characters,” 
Judges iii. 20—J. C. Perry; “ Hearing what the 
Spirit saith to the Churches,” Rev. iii. 7—W. C, 
Stevens; ‘ God’s Love to the World,” John iii. 16— 
D. B. Holt; “ Wilful Sinning after Enlightenment,” 


Heb. xi. 6—E. B. Fletcher; “ Expediency of Chris- 
tian Ascension,” John xvi. 7—H. Nickerson; “Im- 
mutability of Moral Distinctions after Death,” Rev, 
xxii. 11—S. F. Wetherbee; ‘‘The Sufferings of 
Christ and the Glory following,” 1 Pet. i. 11—J. Per- 
rin. Cc. M. 





NEWBURY SEMINARY. 


Newbury, Vt., Sept. 20, 1859. 

Dear Bro. Haven :—The Fall Term at the Semi- 
nary located in this romantic village, commenced on 
the first day of the present month, and is progressing 
finely. The roll contains two hundred and twenty- 
five names. Professor King, the Principal, is very 
much beloved by the students, as are also the other 
members of the Faculty. If students do not make 
advancement, the fault must be their own. We are 


fessors, gratis, and enjoy other advantages on the same 
terms. But there is another feature, which, though 
placed last here is not least, as regards its importance. 
We are favored with a good degree of religious inter- 
est. Quite a number of students have given the an- 
gels occasion to rejoice by renouncing sin, and embrac- 
ing by faith the doctrines of the cross of Christ. Our 
class meetings bring fresh to our minds the poetic 
problem, 
“ And if our fellowship below 
In Jesus be so sweet, 
What heights of rapture shall we know, 

When round his throne we meet.” 

Onur usual number in two classes is one hundred. 
Truly “it is good to be here,” for we may, as we 
ought to do, improve the moral while we are cultivat- 
ing the mental faculties. Our prayer meetings are 


places what seemed an attempt on the part of some to 
display the scholar more than Christ; it tends to 
intimidate those who are young in Christian experi- 
ence. We have nothing of that kind here. We all 
feel that we are in our Father’s family, and with child- 
like simplicity and faith ask and receive. Let the 
church pray that many may go out from this and kin- 
dred institutions to exert a great and lasting influence 
for good. A Srupent. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Bro. Wm. E. Sheldon, of Hazardville, Conn. 
writes : “ At present we are enjoying a refreshing visi- 
tation from the Lord. A small proportion of our 
members and a few unconverted persons, attended the 
camp meeting at Wilbraham. Considering the ‘mer- 
cies of God in preserving our lives, we presented our- 
selves to him a living sacrifice.” He accepted the 
offering, warmed our hearts, and we came home with 
a‘mind to work.’ The first Sunday evening after 
camp meeting, twelve came forward for prayers. 
The members present also flocked around the altar. 
The brethren said they had not seen such a ‘glorious 
sight in Hazardville for years.’ The unconverted 
fathers, mothers and children of our congregation were 
represented by seekers at our altar. Others at every 
public service have presented themselves for prayers 
Some have found peace; others are seeking with @ 
prospect eof finding. It is our conviction—judging 
from the zeal of the brethren and God’s evident readi- 
ness to do his part—that the work will go on.” 


Bro. J. H. Sheffield, of Warehouse Point, writes : 
“It will undoubtedly interest the readers of your 
paper to learn that the Lord is reviving bis work in 
this place. We have witnessed some remarkable con- 
versions, and still they come to the ‘mercy seat.’” 


A Fact.—A Christian brother ascending the Missis- 
sippi in a steamboat, distributed tracts. He came toa 
group of gentlemen, one of whom was an infidel. He 
received the tract, folded it up, deliberately took his 
knife and cut it up, and said, ‘ There goes your instru- 
mentalities.” A small piece of the tract lodged upon 
his coat, aud he saw the words “ God and . 
He tried the intoxicating cup and cards, to divert his 
attention, but still “God and eternity,” rang his 
ears, and he had no rest until be came to Christ. He 
is now preaching the faith that he once destroyed. 


The Methodist Protestant Church.—The Methodist 
Protestant, Baltimore, September 17th, has the follow- 
ing : ‘* We believe there is no prospect of a union W! 
the Wesleyans. Vigorous efforts are being made to 
raise a fund of ten thousand dollars to purchase a sil, 
and erect buildings upon it, for the purpose of carrying 
ona book concern. ‘This is at present the great topic 
of discussion in the Western Methodist Protestant 
One of the writers is very sanguine of success, and 
says, ‘The Red Sea of obstruction will divide under 
the mighty wand of a pious and liberal effort.’’ 
Romanists for Oregon.—The Roman Catholics are 
sending out a “colony ” from Canada to Oregon, con- 
sisting of an archbishop, six priests and a numerous 
body of “ sisters of charity” who will spend their ime 
in teaching. By a circular of the Bishops of Lower 
Canada, three dioceses of Quebec, Three Rivers and 
St. Hyacinthe furnished $1,019, Montreal alone $1,053. 
As they wanted yet $4,000, a good Catholic of Mon- 
treal gave this balance to pay the expenses. 
Emancipation from Popery.—The following are the 
proceedings of a meeting of the French Canadians who 
under the advice of Father Chiniquy, formerly a Roman 
priest, have renounced Romanism : 

Ata meeting of the Christian Catholics of St. Anne, 
Kankakee County, State of Illinois, held at the Town 
Hall on September 3d, 1859, the following resolutions 
were proposed and unanimously adopted : 

“ 1st.—Proposed by Augustine Faucher ; seconded 
by Stanislas Gagne : : 

“ That we bless the Divine Providence for leading “4 
toa kuowledge of the superstitions and abominable 
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Heb. x. 26—C. Munger; “ Different Kinds of Faith,” - 


favored once a week with a lecture by ane of the Pro- © 





very profitable. I have sometimes observed in other. 





























errors of the Roman church, an 
Lord for granting unto us gra 
which the Popes and Bishops o' 
the thraldom and shame of hum 

“ 2d.—Proposed by Fransed 
Joseph Brasso : 

«That the 3d day of Sept 
versary of our separation from 
perpetually celebrated by us an 
on this blessed day that we || 
ceased to be the slaves of men, 
of Christ; and that the true lig 
menced wep wes | the profou 
Popery had shrouded us. 

“ 3d.—Proposed by Magloire 
ed by Louis Montbleau ; 

“That, whereas, the Roman 
named O’Regan, through the n 
priests, on the 3d day of Septem) 
edged publicly that we were se 
his church ; we hope that neither 
will in future pretend to exercise 
they could claim when in our } 
them to be tlio successors of th 
— - their usurpated aut 

“ 4th.—Proposed by Alexi 
Joseph Allard : eR 

“That, whereas we have the pr 
the protection of the glorious flag 
we desire more than ever to enjo; 
with that ‘privilege; and to reg 
selves, as Christians and as citiz 
Charles Chiniquy, Louis Mercie: 
Joseph Martin, Michael Drole 
Moise Langelier, Thomas Sarle 
Michael A sire, to act as Chu 
congregation of the Christian C 
Kankakee County, State of Illin 

“ Signed, Lours M 

Grorce Gavrurer, Secretar 


Change in Ireland.—The drunk: 
cry “ To —— with the Pope.” 
in the neighborhood says, that er 
and that there is a brotherly feeli 
and Protestants. Many of the 
Catholics; and many more of t 
change wrought by the revival. | 
it in his altar lecture, speaking 
“satanic agency.” One of his 
way home from the lecture, sai 
“ Well, friends, all I have to ss 
done all this, there must be a nev 
sure that the oul’ one wouldn’t d 








Full.—Not a solitary person, n 
admitted into the Cincinn»ti Con 
sion. It was with difficulty that 
for all the members. 

Christian Kindness.—The 
a missionary of the M. EB. Chu 
Calcutta, on the 18th of J uly, sa 

I must not forget to mention, | 
we were entertained in the kindes 

at the house of 1 
by Bro. M. Winslow and lady. 
favor to share the home of these 
especially to share the counsels ¢ 

After Rev. Dr. Parsons’ sermo 
a short time since, Rev. P. Bat 
ary, stated that when Dr, Parsot 
he (Bath) and two of his broth 
the orchestra that made music f 
Parsons is one of the stationed 
he (Phillip Bath) is a missionar 
Nashville, one of the brothers is 
Indiana, and the third a Method 











PERSONA 
The California Advocate of 
Tearn that Bishop Baker is on 
Oregon via Yreka, and that he 
bath in Yreka.” 
Bishop Kavanaugh, of the M 
very sick, at his home. 
Horace Greeley arrived home 
Taylor, He was lionized in all ; 
ceived by public deputations, : 


* literary, mechanic and agricultur 


three political speeches, advoca 
road, and published a letter on t 
the citizens of California. 

Bayard Taylor arrived at San 
ult., in excellent health and spiri 
one of his course of four lecture 
Library Association of that city, 
house. 

N. P. Willis, the poet, is visit 
ton and vicinity. 

Ex-President Mora, of Costa 
pectedly overthrown a few weeks 
York city, and has taken quart 
Hotel. This is the second ex- 
American Republic now in the 
York Journal of Commerce rem 
safe harbor there for all the rest 


Theodore Parker is in Switzer 
active exercise to recruit his exh: 
physically somewhat better, his 1 
ly gone. : 

Mr. John Ruskin is at Basle, 
anew work nearly completed, 
he has written a series of lectut 
design of delivering them in the 

Mr. Brunel, the great English 
er of the Great Eastern, is dead. 

Bishop Soule called recently 
Western Christian Advocate, a 
conversation denied that he had 
He assured Dr. Kingsley, “ that 
and never intends to be, in any 
and that no member of his fami 
slave.” No wonder the good ol 
to relieve himself from such ac 
to chronicle him as a practical ¢ 

Father Taylor was again w 
Bethel last Sabbath, after his lor 
quite restored, and preached wit! 
ability, and at the close adminis 
per. , ; 

Leigh Hunt, the well-known 
don, on the 28th of August, in 
of his age. 

The Pope has been quite (som 
with erysipelas and fever. 

Professor Agassiz, wife and | 
the passengers in the Arabia, wl 
Thursday, Sept. 22. 

During the absence of Genera 
as senior officer, will be the ¢ 
Chief. 


POLITIOS‘ 

The Republican majority in 
election, foots up nearly 12,000. 

Our Government having sent 
to Vienna, that of Austria has 
to an equal rank. The latte 
Washington. 

The Republicans and anti-Le 
California have effected a fusior 
as the Congressional election i 
Republican, and Booker, anti-] 
drawn, leaving the field to McK 

Kansas.—Hon. F. P. Stanton 
at Leavenworth recently, advo 
the Wyandotte Constitution, on 
to vote Oct. 4. The indication 
Gen. Lane is again on the stu! 
exemption from execution of 
homesteads to actual settlers, wi 
Constitution. The Republican 
tion at Topeka, Oct. 12, to non 

Mr. Otero has been elected 
from New Mexico. 


GENERAL INTE 
The Massachusetts Legislature 
sion several weeks, engaged in 
Laws. An unfortunate disagr 
between the two branches as | 
proceeding with the work. Q 
and etiquette seem to occupy u 
the great General Court, and t 
the session is thereby serious! v 
By invitation of the Logis! 
peated his Eulogy of Webster 
to an immense throng, in the I 
in the State House yard, 
On Thursday afternoon, Ex- 
wife visited the Legislature, : 
call on Goy. Banks. 


San Juan.—The Americans 
this island. Governor Douglas 
Admiral of the station to intel 
clined doing so without instruc: 
Harney had on the island five 
four of Artillery, and a batt 


